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Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
Dale Street Bridge Project 

 
RFQ response deadline: May 7, 2018 11:59pm 

 
Information session: April 17, 2018 6-7:30pm  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
285 Dale St. N Saint Paul, MN 55103 

 
Seeking 1-3 artists connected to the Rondo neighborhood in Saint Paul to work with artist Seitu 
Jones and the Dale Street Bridge reconstruction design engineers (the engineering firm TKDA) 
to define 2-3 public art opportunities on the bridge and engage community in creating public 
art designs for those opportunities. The public art will be fabricated as part of the bridge 
construction process led by Ramsey County in 2019. A total of $25,000 is available for the 
artist(s) commission, plus a budget of $5,000 for community engagement and $5,000 for 
technical design drawing assistance should the artist(s) require it. Artists who have not received 
commissions for public art projects are especially encouraged to apply. 
 
Background 
The Dale Street Bridge Project aims to improve pedestrian safety, walkability, and accessibility 
along Dale Street. This Project evolved out of the community-led Dale Street Pedestrian Safety 
Study, which identified replacing the bridge over I-94 and improving pedestrian safety and 
accessibility as top community priorities. In response to this recommendation, Ramsey County 
has secured funding to replace the bridge and make improvements from Iglehart Avenue to 
University Avenue. Construction is scheduled to begin in 2019. More information is available at 
www.dalestreetbridge.com 
 
Through the Project’s community engagement process, community members identified public 
art as a value and one way to reconcile decimation of the Rondo neighborhood by construction 
of Interstate-94. The community envisions public art as part of a gateway that celebrates Rondo 
and welcomes new residents and communities who call the neighborhood home. In addition, 
the community seeks to make this Project an opportunity for community members, especially 
emerging artists, to gain new skills, experience, and recognition. 
 
Goals of the public art project are to: 

• Retain one or more artists to create public art designs for two to three infrastructure 
elements, such sidewalks, parapets, railings, and lighting and to work with TKDA 
(www.tkda.com), Ramsey County’s design/engineer consultant, to integrate these 
designs into the bridge structure. 

• Engage community members in creating public art designs. 
• Create opportunities for local emerging artists to create public art as part of large-scale 

transportation infrastructure project.  
• Identify additional spaces or sites for public art within the project area. 
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Summit-University Planning Council (SUPC) is collaborating with Aurora-Saint Anthony 
Community Development Corporation, the City of Saint Paul, Ramsey County and Rondo 
Avenue Inc. to meet this important community need by undertaking a public art project. SUPC 
is contracting with public artist Seitu Jones to advise the Dale Street Bridge Project Public Art 
Advisory Group and to provide technical assistance to artist(s) with TKDA. Springboard for the 
Arts has been contracted to manage selection process, contract with the artist(s), and support 
the artist(s) in their community engagement process. 
 
Summit-University Planning Council  
summit-university.org 
The district council system in Saint Paul is comprised of 17 autonomous 501(c)(3) non-profit 
agencies that provide residents in each neighborhood an opportunity to become involved in 
city planning. The primary focus of most district councils is land use, community development 
and transportation. Summit-University Planning Council serves District 8 that includes Rondo. 
 
Seitu Jones   
seitujones.com 
Integrating art, nature and place, Seitu Jones has created over 30 large-scale public artworks. 
He integrated artwork into three LRT stations along the Green Line that connects downtown St. 
Paul to downtown Minneapolis. He was Millennium artist-in-residence for 651 Arts, in Brooklyn, 
NY and was the City of Minneapolis’ first Artist-in-Residence. Working with his neighbors, Trust 
for Public Land and the City of St. Paul he helped create Frogtown Farm, a 5-acre organically 
certified farm located inside a new 12-acre park St. Paul. Seitu is the recipient of the 2017 
Distinguished Artist Award from the McKnight Foundation. A 2013 Joyce Award, from the Joyce 
Foundation allowed Seitu to develop CREATE: The Community Meal, a dinner for 2000 people at 
a table ½ mile long that focused on access to healthy food. His 2017 HeARTside Community 
Meal for 250 people in Grand Rapids, MI was awarded the Grand Juried Prize ($200,000) for 
ArtPrize Nine.  
 
TKDA   
tkda.com 
TKDA is a full-service engineering, architecture and planning firm committed to improving 
communities, helping businesses and industries grow and building long-term client 
relationships.  
 
Springboard for the Arts 
springboardforthearts.org 
Springboard for the Arts is a national leader in creative community development. Our approach 
is rooted in the principles of community organizing and focuses on a "lots of little" strategy that 
surfaces unrecognized leaders in communities, builds public narratives from a multiplicity of 
perspectives and voices; and creates low-risk opportunities for collaboration. This equity-based 
model centers the lives and experiences of the people in and of the place; values the 
relationships, partnerships, and creative capacity that artists and communities build together 
and aims to build power and agency for individuals, neighborhoods and communities.  
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Project details 
Artists are not required to have experience with public art projects, and will work with public 
artist Seitu Jones and Dale Street Bridge design engineering firm, TKDA. This is an opportunity 
for artists connected to the Rondo community, of all disciplines, who are interested in gaining 
experience on a large public art project incorporated into transportation infrastructure. Artists 
of color are encouraged to apply.  
 

• With the TKDA team and guidance from Seitu Jones, define the technical parameters for 
incorporation of public art in 1) sidewalks and parapets, 2) railings, 3) possibly lighting or 
other element.   

• Engage community in creating public art designs for the 2-3 elements based on themes 
and values gathered in previous community engagement processes. This process will 
invite artists and other community members from the neighborhood to directly 
participate in designing the art work, whether through submissions, community events, 
design parties, etc. These neighborhood contributions will be incorporated into the final 
design of the public art work. 

• Create technical drawings (with assistance if necessary) required by Ramsey County 
Public Works and TKDA to integrate designs into construction drawings.  

• Final artwork fabrication will be incorporated into the bridge construction. For example, 
designs may be stained into concrete bridge elements.  

• Additionally, artist(s) will identify additional spaces or sites for public art on and around 
the bridge, potentially making them “public art ready” through the current bridge 
construction project in order to create additional future opportunities for public art. For 
example a railing design might include spaces for cast medallions to be attached as part 
of a later public art project.  

 
Project Timeline 
June  

• June 4 morning – mandatory cohort orientation meeting 
• Artist(s) with Seitu and TKDA define 2-3 public art element parameters and technical 

drawing specifications, and identify additional opportunities for later phases. 3-5 
meetings.  

• Artist(s) plan community engagement process starting from existing bridge/area 
community themes. 2-3 meetings. 

July 
• Artist(s) engage community in designing 2-3 public art elements. Time needed will vary 

based on engagement activities. 
August-September 

• Artist(s) integrate community input and create technical designs and any additional 
opportunities. Technical assistance budget available to produce designs. TKDA will 
integrate drawings into construction bid package for County approval and construction 
bid process.  
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Eligibility 
• Artists of any discipline who live, work or have a demonstrable connection to the Rondo 

community/neighborhood. 
• Artists may have experience creating public art but not have received a large ($25,000 

or more) public art commission.  
• Artists whose work has not included permanent public art. 
• Artists who work in mediums other than visual art are encouraged to apply if they are 

interested in creating permanent public art. For instance a poet might work with 
community members to create poetry that is cast into bridge railings.  

• Artists must be able to meet in person in Saint Paul over the project duration. 
 
What is Rondo? 
The Rondo community and neighborhood in Saint Paul is both a physical geography and a living 
legacy. Rondo is generally seen as the area between University and Summit Avenues, from 
Lexington Avenue tapering down to Marion Street that has historically served as the center of 
Black culture, commerce and community in Saint Paul. Historically and today, Rondo is home 
for people of many races, cultures and backgrounds. Rondo also includes sites beyond those 
boundaries and into downtown Saint Paul where the spirit of Rondo individuals and families 
have a presence.  
 
Selection Criteria 
Artists will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

• Quality of artist’s past work as demonstrated in the submitted materials. 
• Indication that artist is interested in engaging community and translating their artistic 

medium into visual art to be part of the bridge.  
• Experience working collaboratively as part of a team. 
• Artist’s experience engaging community in their process.  

 
Selection Process 
From submitted responses to the RFQ, a panel of artists and representatives from the 
community will select 4-6 artist finalists. The panel will interview finalists on May 17 and select 
1 to 3 artists.  
 
Information Session 
April 17, 2018 6-7:30pm  
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
285 Dale St. N Saint Paul, MN 55103 
Recording will be posted on springboardforthearts.org/jobs-opportunities/rondo on April 18. 
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Request for Qualifications 
Dale Street Bridge Project  

 
Application 

Online submission due May 7, 2018 11:59pm 
 
 
 

Application Submission Process  

1. Read RFQ for background, eligibility and application process. 
 
2. Complete and compile items A-F listed below (contact information, narrative, work samples 
etc.) to prepare for submitting the online application all at the same time. The online form will 
not save your incomplete submission. 
 
3. Find to the Application/RFQ form at: springboardforthearts.org/jobs-opportunities/rondo 
 
4. We will be in touch if there are any questions about your submission.  
 
5. Questions via email will be answered on a best effort basis: peter@springboardforthearts.org 
 
 
 
Application Assistance 
If you need assistance creating documents or preparing work samples to submit (for this or any 
artist call), the Springboard Resource Center is available. Appointments recommended. 
 
Lowertown Saint Paul Resource Center, M-F 9:30am-5pm 
308 Prince Street, Suite 270, St. Paul MN 55101 
springboardforthearts.org/professional-growth/springboard-resource-centers 

April 14, 12pm-6pm, Pop-Up Resource Center 
Electric Machete 
777 Smith Ave S, St Paul, MN 55107 
springboardforthearts.org/professional-growth/springboard-resource-centers/pop-ups 

May 2, 1pm-7pm, Pop-Up Resource Center  
Asian Economic Development Association 
422 University Ave W Suite 14, St Paul, MN 55103 
springboardforthearts.org/professional-growth/springboard-resource-centers/pop-ups 
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Application Questions 
 
A.  Applicant info  

• Contact information: name, email, phone, address 
• Explain your connection to the Rondo community/neighborhood in 1-2 sentences. For 

example, “I live in _____” or “I grew up in _____.” 
 
B.  Narrative - maximum 6,000 characters 
Please use the number and section headings in your response 

1. Art work and approach 
Describe your medium(s), and approach to art making. 

2. Experience creating public art 
Describe your previous experience creating public art OR if this would be your first time 
creating public art, why this opportunity appeals to you and how you would translate 
your artistic practice into this medium. 

3. Collaboration 
Describe your experience working collaboratively and in teams, whether as part of your 
artistic practice or not. 

4. Engaging community 
How has any of your previous art work engaged community? This could be from passive 
engagement such as audience viewing, to active engagement such as people directly co-
creating the art work. 
 

C. Availability 
• Are you able to interview on May 17 afternoon?  Yes__  No__ 
• Are you able to attend the cohort orientation meeting on June 4 morning?  Yes__  No__ 

 
D.  Resume – maximum 2 pages 
 
E.  Work Samples – provide 8 work samples of your artistic practice.  
 

File specifications:  
Visual and text work  
• Title each file in the order you wish it to be viewed <number_lastname_firstname>. 
• Visual work: .jpg format at 72 dpi, no more than 1920 pixels on the longest side.  
• Text work: .pdf preferred, 1 page = 1 work sample (ex: 4 page file = 4 work samples). 
 
Video or audio work  
• Provide up to 8 links in the Work Sample list (F below) to online source (i.e. YouTube, 

Vimeo, MySpace, Bandcamp). 1 minute = 1 work sample (ex: 4 minute video = 4 work 
samples). 

  
F.  Work Samples List 
Create a work sample list that includes the following information for each sample: 
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• Name of file or link 
• Title of work 
• Year 
• Materials 
• Short description (optional) 

 
 
 


