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Springboard for the Arts welcomes llah Raleigh as new Executive Director

A lifelong artist with roots in Minnesota, llah brings artistic vision, organizational leadership, and a
deep commitment to artists and community.

Saint Paul, MN (September 17, 2026)—Springboard for the Arts announced llah Raleigh, EdD as
the next Executive Director, with an official start date of October 1, 2026.

A lifelong artist with roots across the Twin Cities and Greater Minnesota, llah brings artistic vision,
organizational and fiscal leadership, and a deep commitment to artists and community to her role
as Springboard for the Arts’ next Executive Director. Her career reflects a belief that artists are
essential—not only for the work they create, but for the connections, stories, and possibilities
they bring to their communities.

“Throughout the search, we were drawn not only to llah’s artistic vision and organizational
and fiscal leadership, but also to her warmth, care, creativity, and deep commitment to
artists and communities,” shared Springboard for the arts Board President Sarah Swedburg.
“We’re thrilled to welcome llah to Springboard and excited for the capable, creative, and visionary
leadership she’ll bring to this next chapter.”

llah Raleigh, EdD

llah is a performing artist, educator, arts leader, entrepreneur, and community advocate who
brings more than 25 years of experience as a working artist and arts educator to her leadership.
llah’s professional journey spans leadership roles at the Saint Paul Conservatory for
Performing Artists (SPCPA), faculty positions at the University of St. Thomas, and service on
the SPCPA Board of Directors. Most recently, she directed the visual arts, performing arts, and
debate programming at The Blake School, where she oversaw 24 full-time and 8 part-time
faculty, up to 100 contractors, a significant program budget, and approximately 100 annual events
serving students from pre-K through 12th grade.
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She holds a Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership from the University of St. Thomas,
a Master of Music in Vocal Performance from the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins
University, and graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a BA in Italian Studies from the University of
Minnesota. llah’s creative and scholarly work explores the intersections of music, culture, race,
migration, and identity. She is currently writing From Ivy Queen to Bad Bunny: The Sonic Travels
of Reggaeton, forthcoming from Bloomsbury Publishing in 2027, building on her doctoral
research into the histories and contributions of Caribbean and Latin American artists working in
hip-hop and reggaeton.

Through her music studio, Volare, llah trains professional and pre-professional performing artists
while continuing her own creative practice, and she has performed with organizations including
Minnesota Opera and Washington National Opera. Her leadership and teaching are grounded
in a commitment to equity, accessibility, and culturally sustaining practice, and her work as an
artist and entrepreneur has shaped her passion for helping artists of all disciplines and
backgrounds build fulfilling and sustainable careers, uplift their communities, and have their work
recognized as essential.

llah’s commitment to community leadership extends beyond her professional work. She serves
as Assistant Program Director for a local chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc., where she
co-leads service-based programming focused on nurturing the next generation of African
American leaders.

About Springboard for the Arts
Springboard for the Arts is a national artist-centered community and economic development

organization. Our mission is to support artists with the tools to make a living and a life, and to build
just and equitable communities full of meaning, joy, and connection. From our offices in Saint
Paul and Fergus Falls, Minnesota, we deliver resources locally and nationally tailored to creative
workers and pilot bold ideas rooted in local needs.

Learn more about our work at: www.springboardforthearts.org.
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